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the American people, and it will ben-
efit basically wealthy and powerful in-
terests, an elite that has no loyalty to
the United States or to our people. Our
people have got to know that this is a
threat to all of us. Our people need to
unite, as we did on the fight against
this immigration bill that would have
been a disaster for our country and a
disaster for ordinary Americans, we
need to unite and we need to organize
and we need to make sure that people
in this body, in the House of Represent-
atives, know that H.R. 1908 is some-
thing that is contrary to the interests
of our country and is contrary to the
interests of working people. And any-
one voting for it, it won’t be tolerated
if that’s the way people feel about it.
Those advocating the ‘‘sledge hammer”’
approach to patent reform, allegedly
addressing just small problems, but
using a sledge hammer to fix those
small problems, are, in reality, advo-
cating a complete reconstruction, and I
would suggest destruction, of our pat-
ent laws. If they really want to address
specific problems, just like it was in
the bill with the immigration, let them
target those solutions instead of using
a bulldozer in the name of knocking
down a mole hill.
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Yes, we can make our patent system
more efficient. We can make sure that
those patent examiners are trained and
well educated and that they know the
system and that the system works fast-
er and more efficiently.

One thing we could do is make sure
everyone who pays for a patent that
that money stays in the patent system.
Another thing is we can make sure
that there are plenty of scholarships
available for people who can get their
PhDs in their scientific endeavors in
these areas so they can come back and
work in the patent office. We can cor-
rect our problem. But destroying and
rearranging the rights of our inventors
would be a catastrophe. Think about it.
If you have a hangnail, and it is pain-
ful, and you go to a doctor, and the
doctor goes to great lengths and says,
oh, what a horrible hangnail you have
there, you must be in pain, and, look,
it has a little bit of infection, well, you
might listen to your doctor. But what
happens when the doctor says, well, 1
think we are going to get rid of that
hangnail problem. We are going to am-
putate your leg.

This is what this is about. Those peo-
ple are trying to amputate our legs in
the name of getting rid of a hangnail
because the Patent Office isn’t working
efficiently. Well, I would suggest that
that doctor, if he suggests to you that
he is going to amputate your leg, ei-
ther he isn’t incompetent or he doesn’t
like you. And you better check and
find out. But either way, you don’t
want to follow his advice.

We are told by those people who want
to totally change the patent system
that these evil inventors, people like
Thomas Edison and Cyrus McCormick,
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all of these inventors, the people who
invented the drugs that have cured
polio, these evil inventors, they actu-
ally abuse the system because they
own it for 17 years. No. It has been that
profitability, it has been that spur,
that incentive to create that has come
up with these miracle cures, that has
come up with these machines that have
made us more competitive. Our work-
ers cannot be more competitive with
the Chinese or the Indians unless we
have the technology. If our tech-
nologists are going to have all of the
product of their genius stolen by the
Chinese and Indians even before the
patent is issued, how are we going to
compete in the future against China
and India? No. These people who are in-
ventors, they are not abusing our law.
They are the heroes. They are Amer-
ican heroes, just like the Wright broth-
ers were American heroes. They lead to
a better way of life.

These large corporations who exploit
people and have no loyalty to us, who
have armies of lawyers who will steal
anything and smash anyone who gets
in their way, those are the people we
have to watch out for. Those are the
people who are behind this proposed
change in our patent law. Property
rights for the little guy is a good thing.
And I don’t care if the guys in the cor-
porate board rooms don’t agree with
me on that. I know that as a Repub-
lican people think, oh, well, he must be
for business. No, I am for Americans.
And I know that today the American
people are being abused. If it weren’t
for the American people, there
wouldn’t be any freedom anywhere in
the world. Any hope for anyone, for
mankind and humankind is tied to the
willingness of the American people, be-
cause we care about them.

Why should we harmonize our laws
with the rest of the world off of some
global vision that some egghead in
some university thought up and taught
to his students 20 years ago who now
are out trying to implement this global
vision?

Our people are not fighting for a new
world order. Our people, when they de-
fend this country, are defending our
rights and our liberties. If we ever lose
that, if we ever lose the allegiance of
the little guy to our country, we have
lost everything. Because what it seems
like here is what we have got going in
this country, whether it is patent law
or whether it is immigration law, is
that the elite no longer have the alle-
giance to America’s little guys.

You know, there is a story that goes
with this whole issue. It deals with a
little guy who invented the picture
tube, Philo Farnsworth. There is a
statue to him right down the hallway,
a statue here in our Nation’s Capital to
a country hick named Philo Farns-
worth. It shows him there holding a TV
picture tube. You know what? Philo
Farnsworth was a hick. He had a little
training in engineering. He actually
figured it out.

RCA, the most powerful company in
the United States at that time, spent
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what is the equivalent of hundreds of
millions of dollars to try to find the se-
cret of a picture wave that you could
have so you can have a television set
and a tube that would capture that.
Philo Farnsworth figured it out. He
wrote RCA. He said, hey, I figured it
out. Come on over and we will discuss
it.

Sure enough, the head researcher
from the labs at RCA showed up at
Philo Farnsworth’s home. Philo Farns-
worth went out to the barn and showed
him everything and how he had done it
and how he figured it out. He had his
notes. The guy took extensive notes
and said, We will get back to you. Do
you know what? RCA spent 20 years
trying to steal Philo Farnsworth’s in-
vention. It went all the way to the Su-
preme Court. Thank God for the United
States of America, the little guy,
Farnsworth, beat RCA, the big corpora-
tion. That is why we have a statue to
him here. That is what America is all
about, protecting the rights of the lit-
tle guy to make this a better world.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BURGESS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PoE, for 5 minutes, today and
July 11, 12, and 16.

Mr. JoNES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, today and July 11, 12, 13, and
16.

Mr. WoLF, for 5 minutes, July 12 and
13.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
July 11.

—————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 966. An act to enable the Department of
State to respond to a critical shortage of
passport processing personnel, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

S. 1612. An act to amend the penalty provi-
sions in the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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